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2.64 Asbestos 
 
Sampling activities of the laboratory for fibre counts may be carried out elsewhere. Testing for asbestos 
identification and/or fibre counts are carried out at the laboratory’s premises in Auckland or at a field/mobile 
site. 
 
(a) Identification 
 
Bulk identification of asbestos using polarised light microscopy 
 
HSG248 Asbestos: The Analyst’s Guide for Sampling, Analysis and Clearance Procedures, 2nd Edition, May 
2021 
 
(b) Fibre Counts 
 
Sampling and Analysis 

 
Determination of air-borne asbestos fibre counts on membrane filters by light microscopy 
 
National Occupational Health & Safety Commission: 3003(2005) Guidance Note on the Membrane Filter 
Method for Estimating Airborne Asbestos Fibres (2nd Ed) [NOHSC: 3003 (2005)] 
 
(c) Field Sites 
 
Establishment and operation of field sites for the purposes of asbestos fibre counting, in accordance with 
procedures listed in 2.64(b). 
 
(e) Mobile facilities 
 
Establishment and operation of mobile laboratories for the purposes of fibre counting, in accordance with 
procedures listed in 2.64(b). 
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